
Headlight
Written by the students of Marblehead High School for our school and community

Now online!       http://mhsheadlight.weebly.com

HEADLIGHT STAFF
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF:  MATT LIEBERSON  

CO-EDITOR: PAIGE KELLOWAY     SANTA'S HELPER: DANNY PLUNKETT
SPORTS EDITOR: JOEL KATZ     EDITORIAL MANAGER: ALEX STEIN

DESIGN COORDINATOR: GRACE PERRY      WEBMASTER: ALEX KERAI
FACULTY ADVISOR: THOMAS HIGGINS

   
Paige Kelloway

Co-Editor, Senior

   Rhode Island Gov-
ernor Lincoln Chafee 
shocked many, includ-
ing me, when he an-
nounced a couple of 
weeks ago that the 
17-foot spruce stand-
ing in the State House 
is a “holiday tree,” not 
a “Christmas tree.” 
Chafee claims that he 
is honoring Roger Wil-
liams by removing the 
Christmas out of the 
tree because Williams 
founded the state in 
1636 on the basis of 
freedom of religion.
   For me, this is my fa-
vorite time of the year. 
The music, the pres-
ents, the food – and 
the tree. Attempting to 
rename the Christmas 
tree is an unreason-
able idea that will most 
definitely not catch 
on. I am not going to 
start calling my tree a 
“holiday tree,” and I’m 
sure many other peo-
ple and businesses that 
sell these trees would 
agree.
   It has been called a 
Christmas tree for as 
long as anyone can re-
member. I do not con-

sider myself a person 
rooted in tradition, but 
why change something 
that has served as a 
symbol of a cheerful 
holiday for so long?
   It makes sense to call 
this time of year the 
holiday season because 
it includes holidays 
from a few different 
religions and cultures. 
However, there is no 
reason to change the 
name of the tree be-
cause it is specific 
to Christmas. I don’t 
think people who do 
not celebrate Christ-
mas get offended when 
people say “Christmas 
tree,” just like people 
who do not celebrate 
Hanukah would not 
approve of when peo-
ple say “menorah.” 
   Shannon Abel, a se-
nior at Marblehead 
High School who cel-
ebrates the holiday, 
agrees. “I think it’s 
dumb. It’s a Christmas 
tree. Everyone knows 
that. There’s no point 
in changing that now, 
especially because it’s 
specifically for Christ-
mas.”
   Steven Goldman, 
also a senior but who 
celebrates Hanukah, 
agrees as well. “I don’t 
think it’s necessary. 

People should be able 
to say whatever they 
want.”
   Governor Chafee’s 
office has received 
over 3,500 phone 
calls from people who 
are upset over his an-
nouncement and only 
92 calls from those 
who support it (accord-
ing to his spokeswom-
an). Dozens of people 
also attended the an-
nual tree lighting and 
protested his words by 
singing the carol “Oh 
Christmas Tree.” Af-
ter this, Chafee said, 
“If it's in my house it's 
a Christmas tree, but 
when I'm representing 
all of Rhode Island I 
have to be respectful 
of everyone. Now we 
can get back to next 
year's budget...with 
pleasure.”
   Clearly, the gov-
ernor’s idea will not 
stick and the “Christ-
mas tree” will always 
be known as just that. 
Efforts for inclusion of 
other religions seem 
vain, and frankly, other 
religions aren’t going 
to identify with the 
Christmas tree. “Oh 
Christmas Tree” won’t 
be having any lyric 
changes soon.

CARTOON-"Identity Theft"

"Holiday Tree" Causes 
Outrage Among 

Many, Including MHS 
Students

JOEL KATZ'S TRIVIA 
CHALLENGE

This week, we have 5 Boston Sports 
Trivia questions. The 1st person to 
get them all correct wins a prize to 

be determined by Sports Editor 
Joel Katz.

Email your responses to 
headlight_mhs@yahoo.com

1. When was the last time the Patriots had 
a losing season?

2. Who is the Bruins leading scorer since 
2000?

3. Where did Paul Pierce play basketball 
in college?

4. Who are the last two Red Sox to throw 
a no-hitter?

Bonus Question: Name two boxing world 
champions (any weight class) from 
Massachussets.

GOOD LUCK!


