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Portal Problems

Alex Kerai

Webmaster, Sophomore

It’s that time of the year. The quarter
1s ending and you are stressing out about
your grades for the ten-thousandth time
that day. You go online and log into the
portal only to find that it has shut down!
Upset and distraught, you plead with
your teachers, hoping that they will give
you, and only you, your grades weeks
early. But that defeats the purpose of
shutting down the portal.

I have spent the past few weeks inter-
viewing teachers and students to get their
opinion on the portal. I also interviewed
Mr. Ken Lord, the technology supervisor
of Marblehead Public Schools, to talk
about the technological reasons for clos-
ing the portal, and Mrs. Debra Heaton on
the administrative reasons for closing the
portal. As it turns out, closing the portal
every quarter is a necessary and helpful
way for teachers to finish grading, and
also we, as students at MHS, have it bet-
ter than students in other districts because
we are able to access our full grade book
anytime we want.

Closing the portal began last year
with Mr. Weinstein, our former principal,
so teachers could do grades. With stu-
dents checking assignments and grades a
lot during each quarter (sometimes inces

santly), teachers needed time to finish
all of their grading without being pes-
tered by students and parents. Ms. Har-
riet Page, a chemistry teacher, said:
“When doing grading it is hard to put up
all the grades for a 23 student class, so
instead I might put up grades for 16 of the
23 students. Then the kids and parents
email me, fretting about their grades.
With the portal closing, I can put the
grades in when I want, without the kids
being worried or stressed because it is a
work in progress.” Would it be easier if
there was no grade book online? Accord-
ing to Mrs. Heaton, we are one of the few
schools in the area that does a full grade
book. Most schools send out a progress
report two times during a quarter and
then the final report card at the end. How-
ever, the Marblehead School Committee
voted for the full grade book; as a result,
it has caused some problems among stu-
dents, teachers, and parents. Some teach-
ers don’t want it because it creates obses-
sive children who check the portal con-
stantly, which causes them to have to
enter all their assignments at once. Par-
ents like it because it can tell them what
their children are missing. Mrs. Heaton
1s “Neither for it nor against it.”” She says
that she “wants to do what is best for the
most people. I do not shut the portal
down because I want to, I do it because

teachers say that it is easier for them to
do grades.”

When the portal goes up, it is pub-
lished as is. There is no way to publish
certain parts of the grade book at a time.
However, on June 29 there will be a new
portal. According to Mr. Lord, with the
new portal there will be two different
views: “There 1s an academics view,
where you can view the teacher webpage
and full grade book, and then there is just
the transcript. We can choose which ver-
sion we want people to see, and we will
also be able to separate grade postings
from assignments in the new system. The
difference is that in the old portal system
that we are using now, it is all or noth-
ing.” This causes difficulty for teachers
like Ms. Page. Other teachers find diffi-
culty in the student obsession with the
portal. Mr. Connor Ryan, an English
teacher, says that it makes no difference
to him whether the portal is open or
closed. He continued by saying, “What
does happen, however, is that when stu-
dents lose access to the portal they
become more anxious and ask me about
grades which in turn affects my relation-
ship with students and, in a general way,
makes the portal more difficult to deal
with.” Another teacher said that he had
no complaints about the portal. Mr. Greg
Dana, a math teacher, continued by say-
ing that the only issue he had was a
“slight inconvenience when kids make
up work after the quarter ends and I have
to change grades by hand with a written
letter, not quickly online. Otherwise |

enter my grades on time for my stu-
dents to see and have no worries about it
at the end of the quarter.” Teachers go
either way on the portal, but they do
agree that what they want is what is best
for their students. As Mr. Ryan, Mr.
Dana and Ms. Page all said, they don’t
like when their students get worried about
their grades, so they try to get their grades
done on time and together, as to not have
their students fret about grades.

The portal is closed now and the next
time that you will see your grades is
when you get your quarter-end report
card. You will not know what you got on
certain assignments, and you do not see if
assignments were missing or not graded.
This is a problem for some students and
teachers. However, students can access
past quarter grades in the portal.

It seems that the portal causes more
stress than necessary among many stu-
dents, parents and teachers. However,
with the ability to access the full grade
book any time we please (be it updated or
not), students need to stop stressing about
the assignments that may not have been
posted, and instead let teachers do their
job without worrying every second about
their grades.

Itoomuch

Darby Neuss
Student Affairs, Sophomore

I would estimate, based on
observation, that about 70% of current
Marblehead High School students have
1IPhones. Though this estimate may seem
far-fetched to some (that is, after all,
more than half of the student body!), I
feel it is realistic. Just to give an example,
my chemistry teacher requires us to place
our cell phones on a desk at the front of
the classroom every time we take a test.
Out of the 20 cell phones placed on her
desk, there is only one that is not an
1IPhone. The popularity of iPhones among
young students in 2013 is astounding.
But is this necessarily a good thing? For
Apple, yes. But for students? The answer
1s debatable. While iPhones are
undoubtedly convenient and helpful, the
constant stream of information at one’s
fingertips can also be distracting.

I can recall countless occasions
when | have been doing my homework,
and then decided to “quickly” check my
1IPhone, only to wind up getting distracted
for an hour or so. It might seem strange to
some people. .. what is there to check that
would waste so much time? But that is

just the thing — there isn’t anything to
check that is absolutely critical. Let’s face
it: the constant checking of social media
sites and apps is not a matter of life or
death. We check social media (such as
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Vine, etc)
to distract ourselves. It is almost too easy
to log on to Facebook or Twitter “just for
a second,” and to end up scrolling down
the feed for hours. The temptation to
check social media, especially when
bored by homework and studying, is
often too strong to resist.

The iPhone is a procrastinator's
dream. With a seemingly infinite number
of games and apps, it is not difficult to be
more focused on your phone than your
schoolwork. This has been problematic
for me, as | often find myself staying up
late in order to finish homework that
could have been done earlier had I not
been playing around on my phone. What
does this mean? Is it really worth having
an iPhone if it means your academic life
might be affected in a negative way? My
answer is, yes! After all, the “procrastina-
tor's dream” comes in handy during long
car rides or layovers in the airport. Stu-
dents should work on building enough
self-discipline to put their phones away
when they're trying to study or finish
homework. After all, Instagram, Twitter,
Facebook, and the like, can wait... But a
school deadline cannot.
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A Look Back

Dan Rosenberg
Editor-in-Chief, Junior

The NFL draft came and went this
past weekend; with it every year comes
an interesting mix of uplifting and also
sad stories. First round pick D.J. Hayden
almost died last year on the football field
after tearing a vein in his heart. A few
short months later, he's had all of his
dreams come true. And on the other side
of the spectrum we have Tyrann Mathieu,
who squandered his chances as a first
round pick because of his multiple mari-
juana-related arrests. The draft is full of
story lines that are more interesting than
the football after effects themselves.

The reason the draft is so enticing, at
least to me, is that the potential players
are just kids. These 19-22 year-olds are
essentially chosen into the only career
most of them will ever have. But there's
also a scary aspect to that. With all of the
research going into head injuries, and the
trauma caused by football, what will hap-
pen to these men, barely older than high
schoolers?

Does it matter though? Do they care
about the possible effect on their bodies
and minds? At least right now, the simple
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answer is often no. The pushback from
the players themselves is that the possi-
bility of injury is the cost of having a
career in the game that they love. I think
that's something that connects to every-
one. We all have a dream job, and these
men are the lucky few who get to live
their childhood fantasies. The risk, at
least to many of these players, is far out-
weighed by the reward of making mil-
lions in a football career.

I think that's what connects with me
most about these draftees. It's the sheer
joy that I see when they get their names
called, when they realize that some team
is going to give them a shot at playing
football professionally. More than the
teams, the owners, and the coaches, even
more than the fantastic and unbelievable
stories, the draft is about college kids
finally getting to realize their dreams. It's
inspiring, it's exciting, and it really is
must see television.
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